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Those Darn Squirrels by Adam Rubin

WHILE You Are Reading with Your Child

- Help your child develop Phonological Awareness skills by looking for words with different amounts of
syllables in them. Fookwire has 3 syllables! Can your child think of other words with 3 syllables? What
about 4 syllables?
- As you read, encourage your child to clap out different words to see how many syllables they have.

AFTER Reading with Your Child
Our Own Bird Feeder
You will need toilet paper tubes or pine cones if
possible, peanut butter or sunflower butter, bird
seed (nut free if necessary).
1. Old Man Fookwire loves bird watching. He is
so sad when the birds fly south for the winter, so
he decides to make his own bird feeders. The
squirrels also love the bird feeders and begin to
steal all the food. Old Man Fookwire tries
different ways to create bird feeders that the
squirrels cannot get to.
2. Encourage your child to create their own bird
feeder using the items you have collected. Can
they think of ways to make their bird feeder
squirrel-proof?
3. Hang your bird feeder creation outside and
watch to see what birds come to munch on the
seeds, and if those darn squirrels do, too.

Nature Collection
You will need a piece of paper and pencil.
1. The book explains that squirrels like to collect
anything they find on the ground. They have
bottle caps, toy cars, a toothbrush, paper clips,
and popsicle sticks in their collection, as well as
many other things.
2. Go on a walk around the neighborhood.
Encourage your child to write down all the items
they see on their walk. These items could be
natural things like pine cones, leaves and
feathers, or items the squirrels would love like
coins, soda cans, and paper.
3. Talk about the items that you see. How do
you think the items that are not natural ended
up there?
As an extension, take gloves and a garbage bag
and safely clean up any trash you find. You will
need to monitor your child closely.

