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	Text2:  
Most of the story is told in simple 4-line poems, following an ABCB rhyme pattern -- the second and fourth lines rhyme, but the first and third lines do not. 
 
For example: "The pot is full of shrimps, Shen! The pot is full of fish! The pot is full of oysters To fill the empty dish!" 
 
 
Invite your child to try to replace some of the words given to create a new rhyme, following the same rhyming pattern.
 
 
	Text3:  The Moral of the Story
 
The Magic Paintbrush is version of a Chinese fable. A fable is a story that has been passed down from generation to generation, teaching a moral. For example, the moral to "The Boy Who Cried Wolf" story is to always tell the truth. 
 
Encourage your child to think about what the moral of the story might be for this fable, and to write their answers down on paper. You can then have a discussion about the moral they chose and why they chose it. 
 
Younger children may benefit from drawing a picture and explaining the moral aloud, instead of writing their ideas.
 
 
            
 
 
	Text4:   If I Had a Magic Paintbrush
 
In the story, Shen has the power to paint anything she wants, but she chooses to paint things for the poor people in her community and her family, things that they really need, not just fun or silly things they want. 
 
Ask your child to paint something they could use to help the less fortunate people in your community, like Shen did.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
 


