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Title/Author:

Bug Zoo Words by Lisa Wheeler, Concept and Pictures by Andy
Harkness

WHILE You Are Reading with Your Child

Challenge children to find the vowel sounds in some of the story words. For example in the word
"beetle," you can hear the long -e sound. Then ask children to find some other words that have the
same long -e sound ("teeny," "greenie," need")
Point out Spicy Words from Bug Zoo and discuss their meanings together. Spicy Words are words
that describe things in more detail. Some possible Spicy Words to include are: "armoured," "spied,"
"arrive," "release." Discuss what these words mean.

AFTER Reading with Your Child
Materials Needed: Modeling clay/play dough, pipe
cleaners, wiggle eyes

We're Going on a Bug Hunt
Materials Needed: paper, pencils, crayons, clipboards,
optional: magnifying glasses/binoculars

1. Begin with a discussion about the characteristics the
bugs shared in the story. Ask your child if they can
remember any of the words Ben used to describe the bugs
he found. Some examples are armored, teeny, leggy, and
greenie.

1. After reading the story, point out the front and back
inside cover art, showing the places that Ben hunted for
bugs. Talk about some of the places Ben found different
kinds of bugs, and how he caught them.

2. Encourage your child to create their own bug using the
art materials provided.

2. Go for a walk around your yard, stopping to look for
bugs.

Create a Bug

3. Ask your child to name their bug, and to tell a few facts
about them, such as what they eat, where do they live, and
if they can fly.

3. Ask children to draw/write about some of the bugs you
found and write/draw where you spotted them, using
their clipboards. Encourage them to think about the
descriptive words Ben used when talking about the bugs.
Can they see a bug that is “leggy”? How about “spotted”?
(Ben learned that putting bugs in jars is harmful to them.
Make sure that if you do catch a bug to get a closer look,
you return them to their natural habitat.)

